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At the president’s side 
In border push, Trump comforts Arkansan 
after death of her son. — Arkansas, 1B 
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Arkansas enjoys big first half, 
will play in third round. — Sports, 1¢ 
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In the news 


H Peter Tabichi, a science 
teacher who gives away 80 
percent of his income to help 
the poor in the remote vil- 
lage of Pwani, Kenya, where 
almost a third of children are 
orphans or have only one 
parent, won the $1 million 
Global Teacher Prize that 
honors one exceptional ed- 
ucator a year, becoming the 
first African and first male 
teacher to win the award. 


E John Wester, archbishop 
of Santa Fe, N.M., is renew- 
ing his call for Catholics to 
stop worshipping the skel- 
eton folk saint known as La 
Santa Muerte, or “Our Lady 
of Holy Death,” saying he 
fears some mistakenly be- 
lieve the Grim Reaper-like 
figure is a Roman Catholic 
Church-sanctioned saint. 


E Yazid Al Fayyad Finn 
of Cary, N.C., was sentenced 
to time served since his Feb- 
ruary 2018 arrest plus two 
more days in jail for plot- 
ting to steal a shipment of 
counterfeit Xanax pills that 
were pulled across the Ver- 
mont-Quebec border on a 
sled, federal court officials 
said. 

E Gayle Benson, owner 
of the NFL’s New Orleans 
Saints and NBA’s New Or- 
leans Pelicans, will deliver 
the commencement address 
at Loyola University in May 
and will be awarded an hon- 
orary doctor of humane let- 
ters degree, the New Orleans 
university said. 


E Desiree Wallace, 22, 
of Spanish Lake, Mo., a St. 
Louis County jail worker 
who was under investigation 
after cigars and cigarettes 
were smuggled into the jail, 
is also charged with sexual 
conduct with an inmate after 
a prisoner told investigators 
he had sex with her. 


E Andrei Zhestkov, 27, a 
Russian tourist, was arrested 
at the international airport 
in Bali, Indonesia, after cus- 
toms officers found a 2-year- 
old male orangutan sleeping 
in a rattan basket placed in 
his luggage, as well as two 
geckos and five other lizards 
in his luggage, a spokesman 
for Bali’s conservation agen- 
cy said. 

E Fred Hopkins of St. Al- 
bans, Vt., said someone for 
the first time took 140 of his 
sap buckets, which he us- 
es to make award-winning 
maple syrup, from their lo- 
cation near a cemetery and 
the Franklin County Sports- 
man’s Club. 


E Gregory St. Angelo, a 
former lawyer for a failed 
New Orleans bank, has been 
charged with conspiracy to 
commit bank fraud after, 
prosecutors say, he and two 
bank officials conspired to 
enrich themselves using 
fraudulent documents and 
financial statements. 


E Mark Holladay of the 
pest removal service Toad 
Busters said recent rains 
and warm temperatures sent 
cane toads into a breeding 
cycle, infesting a Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla., neighborhood 
with thousands of the poi- 
sonous amphibians. 
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Mueller 1 inquiry finds no collusion 


AG says obstruction unclear; 
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services Sunday at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Washington. 


AP/CLIFF OWEN 
Special counsel Robert Mueller and his wife, Ann, walk past the White House after attending morning 


Trump claims ‘ 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — The 
Justice Department declared 
Sunday that special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investiga- 
tion did not find evidence 
that President Donald 
Trump’s campaign “con- 
spired or coordinated” with 
Russia to influence the 2016 
presidential election. 

The president in a Twit- 
ter post embraced the report 
summary as a “complete 
and total exoneration,” even 
though Attorney General 
William Barr quoted Muel- 
ler’s report as stating that 
it “does not exonerate” the 
president on the issue of ob- 
structing justice. 

Barr’s four-page letter to 
Congress notes that Muel- 
ler’s team said no conspiracy 
or coordination with Russia 
was found “despite multiple 
offers from Russia-affiliat- 
ed individuals to assist the 
Trump campaign.” 

Mueller’s investigation 


left open the question of 


whether Trump obstructed 
justice by firing FBI Director 
James Comey and drafting 
an incomplete explanation 
about his son’s meeting with 
a Russian lawyer during the 
campaign. 

“While this report does 
not conclude that the pres- 
ident committed a crime, 
it also does not exonerate 


exoneration’ 


AP/CAROLYN KASTER 


President Donald Trump pre- 
pares to speak to the media 
Sunday before boarding Air 
Force One in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., en route to Washington. 


HIGH BAR needed to prove 
obstruction of justice, legal 
experts say. Page 6A. 


STATE DELEGATION welcomes 
investigation outcome. Page 6A. 


him,” Barr quoted Mueller 
as writing. 

That left it to the attorney 
general to decide. 

Barr said Mueller’s report 
“sets out evidence on both 
sides of the question,” but 
Barr and Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein de- 
termined that the evidence 
“is not sufficient to establish 
that the president committed 

See REPORT, Page 6A 


Cyclone toll ops 750 


AP/PHILL MAGAKOE 


Families displaced by Cyclone Idai eat lunch Sunday in Beira, 
Mozambique, at the Samora Machel secondary school, which 
is being used to house flood victims. The death toll has risen 
to more than 750 in the three southern African countries hit 
by the cyclone. Workers are restoring electricity and water 
while trying to prevent an outbreak of cholera. 


19 session’s end in sight 


Lawmakers making push to pare to-do lists 


JEANNIE ROBERTS 
AND MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Eleven weeks into the reg- 
ular session of the 92nd Gen- 
eral Assembly, lawmakers 
say they’re coming into the 
homestretch, but there’s still 
time to file new legislation. 

“The calendars are get- 
ting fuller, and a lot of bills 
still need to be worked,” said 
Senate President Pro Tem- 
pore Jim Hendren, R-Sul- 
phur Springs, in an inter- 
view Friday. “We’re getting 
more legislation finished and 
pushed out. The committees 
are working hard and long 
hours.” 

Committees are meeting 
in the morning, as usual, but 
sometimes again in the af- 
ternoon once the House and 
Senate adjourn. Some meet- 


Panels’ full agendas keep 
some commenters waiting 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Carla Swanson sat wait- 
ing for nearly two hours 
Tuesday, watching as the 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee deliberated one bill af- 
ter another. 

The lawmakers dis- 
cussed legislation affecting 
the implementation of the 
death penalty, then turned 
to a bill dealing with child 
custody laws. Members 
later took up two bills that 


would raise court fees. 
About an hour in, Swan- 
son, who attends nearly 
every committee meeting 
to argue against proposals 
that would add restrictions 
on registered sex offend- 
ers like her son, heard the 
chairman call up one of 
the four bills she had been 
waiting on. 

But before she had a 
chance to speak against 
the bill — which pro- 

See AGENDAS, Page 2A 


ings last into the evening. 

Hendren predicted an- 
other three weeks until the 
session’s end. 


“T still think we’ll have 
about an average-length ses- 
sion; maybe even earlier,” he 

See SESSION, Page 3A 


Ex-colleagues praise LR’s new police chief 


Humphrey seen 
as mentor, uniter, 


difference-maker 


CLARA TURNAGE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


Little Rock leaders say 
their new police chief has an 
important task before him: 
changing Arkansas’ capital 
city. 

Mayor Frank Scott Jr. said 
the hiring of Keith Hum- 
phrey, chief of police in Nor- 
man, Okla., would be a turn- 
ing point for a city that needs 
to heal. 

People who have worked 
for Humphrey in his 30 years 
as a law enforcement officer 
described him as a mentor 
with a knack for communi- 
ty engagement, and they are 
convinced Humphrey will 
make a difference. 

In the months since for- 
mer chief Kenton Buckner 
announced his intention to 
leave the department, city 
leaders and residents alike 
have called for a chief who 
could change things. A recent 
officer-involved fatal shoot- 
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Newly named Little Rock Police Chief Keith Humphrey talks about his vision for the Police De- 
partment during Thursday’s news conference. With Humphrey are Little Rock City Attorney Tom 
Carpenter (left) and interim chief Wayne Bewley. 


ing — and the outcry of the 
victim’s family in the weeks 
since — spurred those de- 
mands. 

Four people who have 


worked alongside or su- 
pervised the new chief in 
the past said they are sure 
Humphrey can bring about 
change, if his history is any 


indicator. 


“The officers in Arlington 


(Texas) and Lancaster (Tex- 
as), they still speak highly of 


See CHIEF, Page 7A 


Critics say 
several bills 
hit speech, 
records law 


LISA HAMMERSLY 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

More secrecy surround- 
ing Arkansas prisoner exe- 
cutions, big lottery winners 
and mothers’ deaths during 
pregnancy and childbirth. 

And a new, friendly le- 
gal path for those who file 
civil lawsuits claiming that 
false statements were made 
against them. 

These are among more 
than 20 House and Sen- 
ate bills introduced so far 
during this year’s regular 
legislative session that crit- 
ics say would shield im- 
portant public information, 
harm free expression, or 
create unneeded exemp- 
tions to the Arkansas Free- 
dom of Information Act. 

The last time Arkansas 
legislators met in full-bore 
lawmaking mode — the 
2017 regular session — crit- 

See SPEECH, Page 2A 


